
Seasonal Spotter

Winter
Winter Landscapes
The landscape comes into its own when winter lays  
it bare. For impressive winter views take 
a walk to the Temple of the  
Four Winds during  
a shimmering 
frost or even 
better, snow! 
Best time to 
see: November-
February

Visitor Survey
What did you think? We’d be grateful if you could take  
a moment to share your thoughts with us.

Date of visit

I am a local resident (please tick) Yes No

Who was in your group today? (please tick) 

 Adults Children 

How likely are you to return to Castle Howard or the 
North York Moors based on your experience today?

 Very likely Quite likely Don’t know

 Quite unlikely Very unlikely

Please tell us one thing that you have learnt about 
nature or the landscape from your visit today:

Please tell us one thing you found interesting about 
nature or the landscape from your visit today:

Have you used any of our outdoor resources during your 
visit? (Seasonal Spotters Guide, Explorers Pack, visited 
the Boathouse bird feeders etc.)

 Yes No

If Yes, which resources have you used? 

How would you rate these resources?

 Very good Quite good Don’t know

 Poor Very poor

Thank you for your time. Your answers will help us 
improve our visitor experience.
Please hand this form to a member of staff or return it 
to the Ticket Office.

There are so many exciting things to see and do across 
Castle Howard and the North York Moors. Like to  
know more? Visit www.northyorkmoors.org.uk and 
www.castlehoward.co.uk
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Overwintering Birds
Birds are still very active in winter 
and can be easier to spot against  
a grey sky. Look out for herons taking 
off from the lakes and the red breast 
of our resident robins. If you’re 
lucky, you’ll catch a glimpse of  
tiny goldcrests. They particularly  
like the yew trees by the South  
Lake and the Walled Garden.  
Best time to see: any time! 

Seasonal Colour
Flowers in winter are such an 
uplifting sight. Don’t miss the 
snowdrops at the top of Ray 
Wood and keep an eye out for 
bright yellow winter aconites 
looking like frosted jewels. Best 
time to see: January-February

Discover nature all year round with this 
seasonal guide. Find out what to see when 

at Castle Howard and in the local area.



Spring
Spring Wildflowers
A host of blue and white wildflowers including 
bluebells, cow parsley and forget-me-nots can 
be seen nodding in the breeze along the Lime 
Walk. Best time to see: May

Summer
Butterflies
Large whites, small whites, 
small tortoiseshell and red 
admirals. They’ve all been 
spotted in the Walled Garden 
where they flit and flutter between  
the flowers. Best time to see: May-September

Autumn
Autumn Colours
Look out for the fiery beech 
trees lining the Avenue on 
your way to Castle Howard 
and admire the swamp cypress 
tree standing aglow in the 
Great Lake. Take a wander into 
Ray Wood to see the Japanese 
maples and smell the sweet 
syrupy scent of katsura trees. 
Best time to see: October-December
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Dragonflies and Damselflies
Did you know? Damselflies close their wings at rest while 
dragonflies are larger and keep their wings open. Both 

are incredible colours 
and can be spotted 
flitting over the South 
Lake. Best time to see: 
May-June

Wetland Birds
There’s always some fantastic birds on the lakes but 
spring is breeding time so look out for cygnets, ducklings, 
goslings and the rather scruffy looking chicks of moorhens 
and coots! Best time to see: May

Daffodils, Tulips  
& Rhododendrons
Daffodils pop up all over the 
grounds in March-April and 
tulips light up the Walled Garden 
with their springtime cheer in 
May. Take a walk in Ray Wood 
and admire the colourful displays 
of rhododendrons in April.  
Best time to see: March-May

Mini Meadows
Bees buzz to and from the colourful wildflowers on the 
South Lawn. Look out for buttercups, dandelions, red 
clover and selfheal. See if you can spot the beautiful 
common spotted orchids at Temple Hole. Best time to see: 
May-June

Ornamental Beauties
Roses bloom in the Walled 
Garden this season, their scent 
drifting through the air. From 
pure white to vivid pink, they’re 
a real summer highlight.  
Best time to see: June-July

House Martins, Swifts  
& Swallows
These agile little birds can 
normally be seen swooping and 
diving for insects, particularly 
on the South Front of the 
House. They spend most of 
their time on the wing and are 
truly impressive fliers. Best time 
to see: April-October

Woodland Birds
Listen carefully down at the 
Boathouse, and you just might 
hear the sound of a woodpecker 
tapping away or catch a glimpse 
of a little treecreeper as it 
scrambles up the tree trunks. 
Best time to see: can be spotted all 
year round but easy to pick out 
against bare trunks in autumn 
and winter

Fungi
Keen eyes will spot all sorts 
of fungi underfoot from giant 
puffballs to the spongey beefsteak 
fungus or if you’re lucky, the red-
and-white-spotted fly agaric. Be 
safe – never touch or eat any fungi! 
Best time to see: October-November


